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~
Abstract

~

Study of Wound Dressing Cost of Burns Patients in Thailand

Treatment for patients with burns takes a long process and mostly uses expensive
wound dressing materials but unable to charge the exact actual wound dressing. As a result,
hospitals in the Thai health insurance system receive less compensation from the health
funds. This is because the Health Fund system sets the criteria for medical reimburse-
ment according to the Diagnosis Related Group system, in regardless of actual expenses.
Causing patients not to receive the standardized treatment in burn unit. The objective of
this report is to study the actual cost of wound dressings for different burn area sizes in
six non-profit hospitals to help the relevant authorities guide the development of the burn
reimbursement system appropriately and enable patients to receive treatments accord-
ing to the required medical standards. As a result of this study, the cost calculated for an
average burns wound dressing was 4,892.45 Baht and the predicted formula for burns
wound dressing cost was 56.4 *TBSA + 1790 Baht.

Keywords: Wound dressing cost, Burns wound, Reimbursement system , Thai health

insurance system, medical standards
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